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Dan Frangopol elected to
the Romanian Academy

Dan M. Frangopol, the Fazlur R. Khan Endowed Chair of Structural Engineering and Architecture In the
department of civil and environmental engineering. has been elected an Honorary Member of the
Romanian Academy,

Founded In Bucharest in 1866, the Romanlan Academy promotes the study of Romania's literature and
history and the Romanian language, as well as scientific research. The academy has 181 acting
members who are elected for life.

Frangopol, a natlve of Romania, was elected to the academy on June 20 with 15 other members,
Including six honorary members. He was the only new member elected to the academy's Engineering
Section, which has 17 members.

The honor Is the third academic accolade of Its kind that Frangopol has recelved In the past two years
In 2015, he was inducted Into the Academy of Europe (Academila Europaea), and in 2016, he was
Inducted Into the Royal Academy of Belglum for Science and the Arts,

Frangopol has eamed international renown as a ploneer of life-cycle engineering, which seeks to
Improve the lifeime performance of Infrastructure, and to minimize Its lifetime costs, by accounting for
the effects of time when designing and building new structures and when maintaining and managing
decaying Infrastructure.

“The problem of maintenance has become a major area of Interest for civil englineers in the United
States,” Frangopol sald last year In an Interview with the American Society of Civil Engineers (ASCE).

“We Invest more In maintenance and repairs of existing structures than In new structures. The goal
should be to minimize the price and maximize the performance over the entire life of structures and
Infrastructure.”

Last year, Frangopol recelved ASCE's OPAL Award {Outstanding Projects and Leaders) for Lifetime
Achievement In civil engineering education. ASCE asked Frangopol to help lead its "Grand Challenge”
of reducing the life-cycle cost of Infrastructure by 50 percent by 2025.

ASCE sald Frangopol’s contributions to life-cycle engineering had “defined much of the practice around
deslgn speclfications, management methods and optimization approaches,” and added that his
research had “not only saved time and money, but very likely also saved lives.”

Frangopol eamed his Ph.D. In 1976 from the University of Liage In Belgium, which awarded him an
honorary doctorate in 2008.

His numerous other honors Include the Inaugural Alfredo Ang Award for Risk Analysis and Management
of Civil Infrastructure from ASCE, which lauded his "excepticnal efforts In advancing, advocating and
persistently promoting the life-cycle cost analysis of structures and structural systems, and thelr
Integration Into rellabliity-based structural analysis and design.”
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Dan Frangopol Is the only engineer among
the 16 newly elected members of the
Romanlan Academy.



